


Introduction

You ever look at a jar of herbs and think, "This is supposed to be magic, right?" But then you realize

it's just a bunch of dead plants in a glass bottle. 

Yes, I was a total noob, trying to make my own tinctures and salves, and I was losing everything to

mold, spoliage, and early potency loss (been there and learned the hard way - like, really hard).

So if you are in the same situation I once was, keep reading. This mini-guide may be what you were

looking for.

--- Here's what you should be able to do the first time you go through this product:

You'll be able to dry your herbs properly, store them in airtight dark glass containers, keep them cool

and dry, use clean equipment, and check for spoliage like it's your job. You'll feel like a pro. You'll be

like, "Oh, this isn't that hard." And you won't be wrong. It really isn't. You just have to do it right.

--- Here is what it can lead to over time if you continue to do it:  

You'll be able to make your own herbal remedies with confidence. You'll be able to trust the stuff

you're making. You'll be able to say, "Yeah, I made this. It's good." And you'll be proud. You'll be like,

"This is my thing. This is my magic." And you'll know it's real. Not just a bunch of dead plants in a jar.

--- Here are the steps involved: 

1. Proper drying and curing.

2. Airtight dark glass containers. 

3. Cool, dry, dark storage. 

4. Clean equipment. 

5. Regular spoliage checks. 

That's it. That's the whole damn thing. You got five steps, and that's all you need to make sure your

herbs don't turn into sludge or poison.

--- Here's why these steps are important and why I chose them and put them in this order:

Because I've seen what happens when you skip even one. I've seen herbs turn to mold. I've seen

tinctures go bad. I've seen my own mistakes. I've been there. And I know that drying and curing is the

foundation. You can't store anything properly if it's not dried right. Then you need the right containers.

Glass is the only way. Plastic? No. Paper? No. Dark glass. And then you need to store it in the right



place. Cool, dry, dark. That's where things last. And then you need clean equipment. You can't make

something clean if you're using dirty tools. And last, but not least, you need to check your stuff.

Because even if you do everything right, sometimes things go wrong. You need to be on top of it.

You need to be proactive. Because once it's gone, it's gone.

If you don't take it seriously, you're just wasting your time and your money. And honestly, that's not

cool.

So yeah. Take this guide. Follow it. And if you mess up? That's okay. We all do. But don't let it stop

you. Because if you keep doing it, you'll get it. You'll get it right. And then you'll be able to say, "I

made this. It's real. It works. And it's mine." And that's something.



1. Proper Drying

Proper drying is key to keeping your herbal remedy safe and effective. When you make your own

herbal remedies, you're handling plant material that can easily become a breeding ground for mold,

bacteria, and other harmful microbes. If not dried correctly, your remedy can spoil quickly, lose

potency, or even become unsafe to use. Drying also helps preserve the active compounds in the

herbs, ensuring they work as intended. Taking the time to dry your herbs properly is a simple but

essential step in making a safe, effective herbal remedy at home.

What's involved

1. Choosing the right drying method

2. Controlling the temperature and humidity

3. Monitoring the drying process

How to do it

Choosing the right drying method means thinking about the type of herb you're working with. Some

herbs, like leaves and flowers, dry quickly and can be spread out in a single layer on a clean tray.

Others, like roots and bark, may need a bit more time and can be placed in a breathable container. If

you're drying in a warm, dry place, make sure it's not too hot or too humid. A temperature range of 20

to 30 degrees Celsius is ideal. Keep the area well ventilated, and avoid direct sunlight, which can

break down the active compounds in the herbs.

Controlling the temperature and humidity is crucial for successful drying. Too much heat can destroy

the beneficial compounds in the herbs, while too little can lead to mold growth. Use a thermometer to

monitor the temperature and a hygrometer to check the humidity. Aim for a humidity level between 40

and 60 percent. If you're drying in a dehydrator, follow the manufacturer's instructions and adjust the

settings as needed. For air drying, place the herbs in a well-ventilated area but out of direct sunlight.

Monitoring the drying process means checking on your herbs regularly. Start by drying them for 24 to

48 hours. After that, check for signs of moisture or dampness. If the herbs still feel damp, continue

the drying process. A good way to check is to take a small sample and press it between your fingers.

If it feels dry and crumbles easily, it's ready. If it still feels moist or sticky, give it more time. Once the

herbs are completely dry, store them in a cool, dark, and dry place to keep them safe for as long as

possible.

What can happen

If your herbs are not dried properly, they can start to spoil. Mold and bacteria can grow, which can



make your remedy unsafe to use. You might notice a musty smell or see visible mold on the surface

of the herbs. If you use the remedy anyway, you could risk getting sick or experiencing side effects.

A good outcome is that your herbs are dry and free from moisture. They are safe to store and use,

and they retain their potency. You can use them in teas, tinctures, or salves without worrying about

spoilage.

A better outcome is that your herbs are not only dry but also retain their color and aroma. They are

ready for use and have the full strength of the original plant. This means your remedy will be effective

and safe.

The best outcome is that your drying process is perfect. Your herbs are completely dry, free from

mold, and full of active compounds. They are stored properly and remain safe and effective for a long

time. This makes your DIY apothecary work like a professional one, giving you confidence in every

batch you make.



2. Airtight Dark Glass Containers

Airtight dark glass containers are essential when making herbal remedies at home. They help

prevent mold growth, spoilage, and the loss of potency in your remedies. Herbs and extracts are

sensitive to light, air, and moisture, which can all lead to degradation over time. Using the right type

of container ensures your remedies stay safe, effective, and ready to use for longer.

What's involved

1. Choosing the right type of glass

2. Ensuring the container is airtight

3. Using dark glass to block light

How to do it

Choosing the right type of glass means selecting containers made from borosilicate or tempered

glass. These types of glass are strong, heat-resistant, and less likely to break when exposed to

temperature changes. Avoid using plastic containers as they can leach chemicals and are more

prone to cracking.

Ensuring the container is airtight means using a lid that seals completely. Look for containers with a

tight-fitting lid or a vacuum-sealed option. A properly sealed container prevents air from entering,

which is critical in slowing down oxidation and microbial growth.

Using dark glass is important because it blocks harmful ultraviolet light, which can break down active

compounds in your herbs. Light exposure can cause the loss of potency and even lead to spoilage.

Always store your herbal remedies in a cool, dark place away from direct sunlight.

What can happen

If you don't use airtight dark glass containers, your herbal remedies may start to mold or spoil quickly.

Mold can appear within a few days, especially if the container isn't sealed properly. Spoilage may

cause your remedies to lose their potency, making them less effective.

A good outcome is that your remedies stay safe and effective for several weeks. A better outcome is

that they remain usable for months with proper storage. The best outcome is that your remedies

retain their full potency and remain safe to use for years, providing consistent results every time you

use them.



3. Cool, Dry, Dark Storage

Keeping your herbal remedy in cool, dry, and dark storage is crucial for preserving its quality. Proper

storage ensures your remedy stays safe to use and effective for as long as possible.

What's involved

1. Cool storage

2. Dry storage

3. Dark storage

How to do it

Cool storage means keeping your herbal remedy in an environment with a temperature no higher

than 15 degree Celsius. This slows down chemical reactions that can degrade the active compounds

in the herbs. Avoid placing your remedy near heat sources like stoves, ovens, or direct sunlight.

Dry storage requires keeping your remedy away from moisture. Humidity can encourage mold growth

and spoilage. Store your herbs in airtight containers to prevent moisture from getting in. If you're in a

humid area, consider using a dehumidifier or silica gel packets to keep the air dry.

Dark storage means keeping your remedy away from light, especially sunlight and artificial light

sources like lamps or windows. Light can break down the active compounds in herbs, reducing their

potency. Use opaque containers or store your remedy in a dark cabinet or drawer to block out light.

What can happen

If you don't store your herbal remedy properly, mold can grow, especially in warm or damp

conditions. Mold not only makes the remedy unsafe to use but also spoils the taste and smell.

Spoliage can occur when herbs are exposed to moisture or light over time. This means the active

ingredients start to break down, making the remedy less effective. You might notice a change in color

or texture.

Loss of potency means the herbal remedy won't work as well as it should. This can be dangerous if

you're relying on the remedy for health benefits. Over time, the remedy may become ineffective, and

you might not get the results you expect. By following the cool, dry, and dark storage guidelines, you

can protect your herbal remedy and ensure it remains safe and effective for as long as possible.



4. Clean Equipment

Keeping your equipment clean is essential when making herbal remedies at home. Mold, spoliation,

and potency loss can all happen if your tools aren't properly cleaned. These issues can ruin your

batch, waste time and money, and even be harmful if you use contaminated materials. Clean

equipment ensures your herbal remedies are safe, effective, and retain their full potency.

What's involved

1. Choosing the right cleaning tools

2. Using the correct cleaning solutions

3. Drying equipment thoroughly

How to do it

Choosing the right cleaning tools means using brushes, sponges, and cloths that are easy to clean

and won't leave residue. For example, a stiff brush works well for scrubbing jars, while a soft sponge

is better for delicate items like mortar and pestle. Make sure your tools are made from non-reactive

materials like plastic or wood.

Using the correct cleaning solutions means selecting a mild soap or a vinegar-based solution. For a

vinegar solution, mix 1 part white vinegar with 3 parts water. This is gentle enough for most herbal

tools and won't strip away the natural oils from your equipment. For more stubborn stains, you can

use a diluted bleach solution (1 tablespoon of bleach in 1 liter of water), but be sure to rinse it

thoroughly and dry the tools completely afterward.

Drying equipment thoroughly is crucial to prevent mold growth. After cleaning, wipe down all surfaces

with a clean cloth and let them air dry in a warm, dry place. If possible, use a drying rack or place

items in a well-ventilated area. Make sure no moisture remains in jars or containers before storing

your herbal remedies.

What can happen

If you don't clean your equipment properly, mold can grow on surfaces, especially if moisture is left

behind. This can contaminate your herbal mixtures and make them unsafe to use. Spoliation, or the

breakdown of active compounds, can happen if your tools are not clean, leading to a weaker or

ineffective remedy. Potency loss means your remedy won't work as well as it should, which can be

frustrating and waste your efforts. Keeping your equipment clean helps prevent these issues and

ensures your herbal remedies are safe and effective.



5. Regular Spoliage Checks

Regular spoliage checks are crucial when making herbal remedies at home. Mold, spoliage, and

potency loss can ruin your batch and even make it unsafe to use. These issues can develop quickly if

you don't monitor your materials and process. Checking regularly helps you catch problems early, so

you can take action before your remedy is wasted or harmful.

What's involved

1. Checking the appearance of your herbs and extracts

2. Measuring the temperature of your work area and storage

3. Tracking the time your herbs have been in preparation

4. Monitoring the smell and texture of your final product

How to do it

Check the appearance of your herbs and extracts daily. Look for signs like discoloration, sliminess, or

unusual spots. These can be early signs of mold or spoliage. Make sure your workspace is clean and

free from dust or pests.

Measure the temperature of your work area and storage regularly. Keep your workspace between 18

and 22 degree Celsius. If it gets too hot or too cold, it can speed up spoilage or reduce potency. Use

a thermometer to check the temperature of your storage containers as well. Track the time your

herbs have been in preparation. Most herbs should be used within 1 to 2 weeks, depending on the

type. If you're making tinctures, oils, or salves, write down the date you started and check the batch

regularly. This helps you know when to use it or discard it.

Monitor the smell and texture of your final product. A strong, sour, or musty smell is a sign of

spoilage. If the texture changes, like becoming slimy or clumpy, it's time to stop using the batch.

Always use your senses to check for any changes that might indicate a problem.

What can happen

If you don't do regular spoliage checks, your herbal remedies can spoil quickly. A mild case might

result in a bad smell or a change in color, making the remedy less effective or even unsafe. A more

serious case could lead to mold growth, which can cause illness if ingested. The worst outcome is

losing your entire batch to spoilage, which is both time-consuming and wasteful. By checking

regularly, you protect your health and your hard work.



Conclusion

How this can empower you? It can turn you into a walking pharmacy. 

You don't need a doctor to tell you what's good for you most of the time. You don't need a store to

give you the stuff you need. You can make it yourself, with your own hands, your own knowledge,

your own sweat.

You'll be the person who knows what's in people's tea, who can help them out when they're feeling

off, who doesn't just say, "You look tired," but actually does something about it. You'll be the reliable,

the knowledgeable, the one people trust. That's not just a bonus, it's a relationship booster.

Now you can make your own medicine. You can save money. You can take control of your health.

You can feel like you're not just surviving, but thriving. And you don't need to be an expert to start.

You just need to show up, do the work, and trust the process.

Soon enough you'll get faster, you'll get smarter, you'll get more confident. You'll start to see patterns,

you'll start to know what works and what doesn't. And the more you do it, the more it becomes

second nature. Like breathing. Like living.

You're not just preserving herbs, you're preserving your health, your time, your money, your peace of

mind. So do it. Now.

Stay Grounded,

Leen

P.S. Remember to regularly check terrawhisper.com, it's where you find the most up-to-date info on

herbs and remedies to heal common ailments.   


